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Leg Ulcers: A Practical Approach to 
Management. 2nd Edn 
N. David, Ed. 
Butterworth Heinemann, 1995. 
261 pages, price £40. 
The second edition of this book on leg ulcers was 
enjoyable to read. It is written in concise yet simple 
and clear language. It is beautifully illustrated with 
excellent pictures which are pertinent to the text. The 
main attraction to  the book lies in its practical and 
clinical approach reflecting the author's wide clinical 
and teaching experience. It is also well referenced, 
covering the most recent aspect of the literature. The 
layout of the book is logical and in keeping with its 
comprehensive approach to the subject. 
All chapters were of excellent quality and of 
particular mention are the chapters covering non- 
invasive investigations, primary ulcer healing and 
venous reconstructive surgery. Chapter nine gives an 
excellent account of the differential diagnosis of leg 
ulcers. Some of the material is repeated in Chapter 14 
but I do not see how the Author could have avoided 
this. This book, in my view, will prove to be 
indispensable for vascular surgeons and is excellent 
value for money. It will also prove an essential 
reference book for every hospital library. 
M.I. Aldoori 
Huddersfield, U.K. 
Consultant General and Vascular Surgeon 
Disorders of Thrombosis 
R. Hull and G.F. Pineo, Eds. 
W.B. Saunders, 1996. 
447 pages, price £96. 
"Disorders of Thrombosis" is designed to be a 
companion volume to "Disorders of Haemostasis', 
edited by O.D. Ratnoff and C.D. Forbes, which is 
already in its third edition. The author emphasise the 
application of the rules of evidence to all references 
related to diagnostic tests and to prevention and to the 
treatment of thrombotic disorders, where level one 
evidence is available. Recommendations regarding 
diagnosis, prevention and treatment are made. This is 
a multi-author book with a heavy emphasis on North 
American contributors plus a few European contribu- 
tors who have an international reputation i  the field 
of thrombosis. The layout of the book is conservative 
but there is good uniformity of style throughout the 
text and most chapters have up-to-date references, 
albeit with a North American influence. 
The book is divided into three sections. Section 1 
covers cardiac and arterial disease. Section 2 venous 
thromboembolism and Section 3 special problems. The 
first Chapter is a very useful review of the rules of 
evidence for assessing the literature on thromboem- 
bolic disease. Section i is divided into coronary artery 
disease, cerebrovascular disease and peripheral vas- 
cular disease. I was disappointed with the sections on 
cerebrovascular disease and peripheral vascular dis- 
ease, which were necessarily superficial because of the 
size of the book. Certainl3~ a chapter in chronic arterial 
obstruction seems rather out of place in a text on 
disorders of thrombosis. 
Section 2 on venous embolism contains the real 
meat of the book and is far more detailed and useful. 
The section commences with a review of the epide- 
miology and pathogenesis of venous thromboembol- 
ism, followed by three parts on prevention, diagnosis 
and treatment of venous thromboembolism. Many of 
the chapters contain useful algorithms and tables, 
especially the chapters on diagnosis and treatment. 
The Chapters on prevention of post-operative nous 
thromboembolism are rather disappointing with no 
mention of guidelines for heparin prophylaxis for 
specific operations. Vascular surgery, in particular, is 
not mentioned. Some of the chapters on treatment do 
not cover recent advances uch as the use of tempo- 
rary IVC filters in Chapter 31 and the use of local low 
dose intravenous thrombolysis for axillary vein 
thrombosis or low dose intra-arterial thrombolysis for 
deep vein thrombosis in Chapter 30. There is a large 
emphasis on cost-effectiveness throughout the section 
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